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Another great effort by Flo and our kitchen volunteers to feed all our 
diners at the annual Christmas lunch. Note the feast of salads and 
desserts in the top right hand photo on this page. 
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ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (RCAFA) MISSION STATEMENT
The RCAFA is a national aerospace and community service organization to: 

• Commemorate the noble achievements of the men and women who  
served as members of Canada’s Air Forces since its inception; 

• Advocate for a proficient and well equipped Air Force; and, 
• Support the Royal Canadian Air Cadet program. 

427 (LONDON) WING EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (WEC)  JULY 1ST 2018 TO JUNE 30 2019.
President Barry Sandler 519-494-1053 bsandler@sympatico.ca
Past President Terry Rushton 519-453-1185 trushton71@bell.net
1st Vice President Gus Cameron 519-457-3575 anc@bell.net
2nd Vice President 
Secretary Charlene O’Donnell charleneodonnell12@gmail.com
Treasurer Liyuan Shi 226-977-6128 UPCSLY@gmail.com
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Vacant Positions – Food Services, Bar Officer, Entertainment, Sports and Sgt-at-Arms – call Wing for info
Web-Site  www.427wing.com

Housing Don Clarke 519 455-9350 don.clark@hotmail.com
Membership Chuck Hardy 519-452-1379 chuck.hardy@sympatio.ca
Public Relations and Museum Reg Lownie 519-667-1989 rjownie@gmail.com
Wellness/Parkwood Liaison Brent Elgie, Sam Newman 

Hilda Smeltzer,  Hazil Malone
519-452-1886 sfn.afac@rogers.com

Fundraising B. Sandler, R. McKinnon, G. Cameron 519-457-3575 anc@bell.net
Kit Shop Fred Pettit 519 451-0467 arrow105@sympatico.ca
Euchre Club Don Clarke 519-455-9350
Museum Reg Lownie rlownie@yahoo.com
Air Cadet Liaison Jack Clark 519-686-1303 jackjoanc@gmail.com
Lottery Mike Ryan 519-455-1668
Nominations Terry Rushton 519-472-0268 trushton71@bell.net
War Graves, Poppy Fund, 
Heritage/ History & Veterans’
Memorial

David Smith
Pablo Calcaterra

519-857-6468 
Beating the heat 
at the Airshow 

691s@rogers.com
pablo.calcaterra@outlook.com

Tours Armin Grunwald, COM, MSM 519-474-2194 wing427tours@rogers.com
CLUB SERVICES
Wing Manager Flo Douglas 519-455-0430
Bar Steward/Rentals Flo Douglas 519-455-0430
Padre Frank Mantz for more info, ask a member of the Executive
London Link graphic artist Cathy Wood cathyrwood@gmail.com

Over 1,000sq ft for Rent at 427 (London) Wing – This includes two rooms with a bar, kitchen facilities and lots of 
parking. This clean, attractive setting is great for business meetings, small weddings, family gatherings, holiday events, 
musical concerts or any type of event you’d like to have. Holds 125.

• Call for rental rates  • Catering IS an option! Call Flo at 519-455-0430 for more information.

Tom Pillon 519-660-8099 ve3hor@gmail.com
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Notes from the Secretary:

Membership:
Those who attended the November 23rd  General Meeting 
witnessed to the induction of 5 new members – Delores Lloyd, 
Pilsu-qua Lloyd, Tom Johnston, Judith Gauthier and Charlene 
O’Donnell.

Please welcome these new members when you see them at 
the Wing.

Tours:
At the recent general meeting,  Armin Grunwald announced a 
tour to the Canadian Historical Aircraft Association/Museum 
in Windsor is being planned with the Royal London Military 
Institute (RLMI) for June 2019.  I wanted to mention it now in 
order that those interested can keep a watch for details and 
those who are not sure have plenty of time to think it over and 
make their plans. See page 10 for more information.

– Charlene O’Donnell

Message from the President
My first thoughts for the New Year are to offer my best wishes to everyone for a healthy and prosperous 2019. Based 
on what the Wing has accomplished in 2018 and previous years, I am confident that this new year will bring us new 
opportunities and new successes.  

Our New Year’s Levee was lightly attended, but despite the foul weather we did enjoy the company and realized sales of 
over $500 on the day, from our share of the Poppy Campaign, book and bar sales, plus generous donations and even $20 
from the silent auction for a coffee maker! 

Certainly the year ahead promises to be a busy one. Already we have been notified that the Wing will be hosting the 
Air Cadets – Power of Flight Training Program from late July to early September as we did last year, closely followed by 
the 2019 Airshow scheduled for September 13-15. Then in late October and early November Wing volunteers will once 
again be raising money for our veterans and our Air Cadets through distributing poppies on two Poppy Days, followed by 
attendance at various Remembrance Day services. Soon thereafter we will be planning for our annual Christmas Luncheon 
and another Levee!

But there is also much going on earlier in the new year. In May, our members have been invited to attend a dedication 
ceremony for the pilot of the Anson that carried him and LAC Kenneth Spooner to untimely deaths. Then on June 6, the 
Royal London Military Institute has planned a tour to the Canadian Historical Association/Aviation Museum in Windsor – 
you can read all the details on page 10. We have a newly refurbished model Sopwith aircraft ready to be displayed in the 
ballroom, and preparations have already begun for the 95th Anniversary of the founding of the Royal Canadian Air Force 
in late March-early October.

427 (London) Wing is also making its presence known through members taking part on a number of committees outside 
of our own building, such as the Fly London Attractions Group (FLAG) which is encouraging tourism events and city bus 
transportation along Crumlin Road, and the Garrison Community Council which will be holding its meeting at the Wing next 
month. Meanwhile, in the Wing, a new Spirit of Flight Aviation Museum committee is forming; our London Amateur Radio 
Club members are working on several in-house projects, and last but not least, our Euchre Club adds a valuable social 
touch to all our activities. Another busy New Year has begun. 

– Barry Sandler, President



4 | JANUARY  - FEBRUARY 2019

Per Ardua  by Reg Lownie

Early in the New Year is the traditional time for 
making – or breaking – those resolutions that 
you made to improve your health, start saving 
more, or perhaps look for a new job. If you are 
a member of the military, or recently retired, or 
if you feel you have the necessary experience, 
there are a couple of jobs in the military that 
come open every three or four years.

First off, you cannot become the Commander-
in-Chief of the Canadian Armed Forces. Under 
the Canadian Constitution Act of 1867, “The 
Command-in-Chief of the Land and Naval 
Militia, and of all Naval and Military Forces, of 
and in Canada, is hereby declared to continue 
and be invested in the Queen.” Currently, 
that job is held by Queen Elizabeth and will 
likely continue to be held by her successors. 
However, the Monarchy (Queen or King) has 
many responsibilities elsewhere that prevents 
them from living in Canada, so it is necessary 
that they have a representative here, who, 
since 1904, is known as Commander-in--Chief 
of the Canadian Forces, or Commander-in-
Chief of Canada when he or she is outside of 
the country.

Presently, the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Canadian Forces, and the Governor 
General of Canada  is Julie Payette, who 
has qualifications that might be difficult for a 
prospective job applicant to match. She was 
born in Montreal in October, 1963, and is fluent 
in French, English, Spanish, Italian, Russian 
and German. She has a commercial pilot 
licence and in June, 1992 was selected by the 
Canadian Space Agency to become one of four 
astronauts and was their Chief Astronaut from 
2000 to 2007. She also enjoys running, skiing, 
racquet sports and scuba diving. She plays the 
piano and has sung with symphony orchestras 
in Switzerland and Toronto, holds several 
degrees and certificates from universities in 
Wales, England and Canada, among them a 
Bachelor of Electrical Engineering, plus many 
other Special Honours and Honorary Degrees. 
She has logged over 611 hours in space. 
If that doesn’t appeal to you, consider 
becoming the Chief of the Defence Staff 
(CDS). The CDS is the second most senior 
member of the Canadian Armed Forces (after 
the Commander-in-Chief) and heads the 

Armed Forces Council. This person has primary responsibility 
for command, control, and administration of the forces, as well 
as military strategy, plans and requirements. The position is held 
by a senior member of the one of the three major branches of the 
Canadian Armed Forces, and since July17, 2015 that person is 
General Jonathan Vance. 

Born in Kingston, Ontario, on January 3, 1964, General Vance 
joined the Armed Forces in 1982 and graduated from Royal 
Roads Military College in 1986. He served as deputy commander 
of the Allied Joint Force Command Naples, and Commander 
of the Canadian Joint Task force in Kandahar, Afghanistan in 
2009 and 2010. In September, 2014, he became Commander 
of the Canadian Joint Operation Command and ten months 
later he was named Chief of the Defence Staff. His duties in that 
role are serious, demanding and extensive. He has four main 
priorities, each having many sub-priorities. The first priority is to 
conduct domestic and international operations; to expand the 
regular and reserve forces to meet international and domestic 
obligations; to implement national defence strategy and to 
acquire new equipment and strengthen diplomatic relations 
through the United Nations, NATO, and the North American 
Aerospace Defence Command; and lastly, to maintain and 
improve the forces’ programme delivery while making best use 
of the resources available to them. 
Or if you’d like something that’s not so demanding, you could 
volunteer at the Wing.                                                                                  

DID YOU KNOW....that just before December 
7, 1941 when America became involved in WWII 
after Pearl Harbour was bombed, George W. 
Bush, recently deceased U.S. president,  was 
planning to go to Canada and join the RCAF so 
that he could get involved in the fight? 

Read more at https://nationalpost.com/news/
canada/how-george-h-w-bush-almost-fought-
for-canada-in-wwii
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Christmas Eve in Holten Canadian War Cemetery
Kim Matthews

Sumitted by David Smith

https://www.mygrandfatherswar.ca

Our Canadian friend in Belgium, Steve Douglas of the British Grenadier Bookshop, the Maple Leaf 
Legacy Project, and Salient Tours, sent us these photos of Christmas Eve at Holten Canadian War 
Cemetery at Holten, the Netherlands.  Every year, children from the town gather to put a candle on 
every grave in the cemetery.  (Photos are ©2012 Steve Douglas).

Holten Canadian War Cemetery contains 1,393 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, the 
great majority of whom died during the last stages of the war in Holland, during the advance of the 
Canadians into northern Germany in April and the first days of May 1945.

 Items wanted for the 427 Wing Museum
during the time we are celebrating the 95th Anniversary of the RCAF. 

 - Any memorabilia or keepsakes which relates to your service or that of others who served 
in the RCAF, such as training manuals, objects displayed in any RCAF buildings such as 
hangars, barracks or messes that were closed or taken down in past years. 
- Any photographs or photo albums with pictures of RCAF service personnel during any 
time or place that was part of any operational duties, campaign medals, maps, magazines.  
- Any items of RCAF kit  clothing, banners, flags or signs that are in good condition, such 
as notices, warning lights, or other materials identified by military/RCAF logo or pictures
- Any objects which may have a powerful story to tell or exhibiting an advance in technology 
or during service in any conflict that assisted RCAF members during their term of service. 
- Any stories you could tell of your service, particularly in an are of conflict or during 
humanitarian efforts, such as the Afghanistan war, service with the Red Cross anywhere 
in Canada or in other parts of the world which could be printed up and published with any 
artifacts or certificates you or a relative may have received,
- Any occasions during your service or that of relatives or friends that took place during 
their service which would be of interest to readers or visitors to the Wing   
Please inquire with anyone you know who may be able to help or contribute from personal 
experience. 

Call the Wing at 419-455-0430 and leave a detailed message. We will contact you and will 
arrange to have the items picked up. Thank you!
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Canadian Forces members serving 
overseas appreciate receiving corre-
spondence from Canadians as well 
as groups, schools and organiza-
tions from across Canada. 

Full instructions and addresses 
may be found at:

http://www.forces.gc.ca/en/write-
to-the-troops/mailing-instruc-
tions.page

You can also submit an on-line 
message of support at:

http://dgpaapp.forces.gc.ca/en/
wrt/post-message.asp

Any of you know 
someone who 

would like to play 
euchre on Tuesday 

afternoons?

 If, so, please let 
them know about 
the Wing Euchre 
Club - best price, 
most fun, better 

and more snacks 
than any place in 

London.

LONDON FACTORY SUPPLY & 
EQUIPMENT

Serving the London area since 1964

TRAFFIC VESTS • HARD HATS
RAIN WEAR • HARNESSES • LANYARDS

CONES • DELINEATORS • GLOVES

568 Glasgow St.                              Ph: 519-433-5158
London, ON                                   Fax: 519-433-4429

Membership
If you change your address, phone number or email address, please let me know 
so that this information can be updated on the Wing membership list.
My email is chuck.hardy@sympatico.ca.  Phone number is (519) 452-1379.

Five new members were inducted into the Wing on November 23rd 2018.   They 
are Judith Gauthier, Delores Lloyd, Pilsu-qua Lloyd, Charlene O’Donnell and Tom 
Johnston.  Welcome and please come to the Wing as often as you can.

Members of the executive welcome help on committees of the Wing.  Please contact 
any of them shown on page 2 of this London Link.  It would not take up a lot of your 
time.  You will feel good about devoting some of your time for the benefit of all.  Please 
consider it.

– Chuck Hardy, Membership

The Levee
The word levee originated in the levée du soleil of King Louis XIV (1643–1715). It 
was his custom to receive his male subjects in his bedchamber just after arising, a 
practice that subsequently spread throughout Europe. In Great Britain and Ireland 
it became a formal court reception given by the sovereign or his/her representa-
tive in the forenoon or early afternoon. In the New World colonies the levee was 
held by the governor acting on behalf of the monarch. It was in Canada that the 
levee became associated with New Year’s Day. The fur traders had the tradition of 
paying their respects to the master of the fort on that day. The first recorded levee 
in Canada was held on January 1, 1646, in the Chateau St. Louis by Charles Huault 
de Montmagny, Governor of New France from 1636 to 1648. In addition to wishing 
a happy new year to the citizens, the governor informed guests of significant events 
in France as well as the state of affairs within the colony. In turn, the settlers were 
expected to renew their pledges of allegiance to the Crown.
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BIRTHDAY        BRATS
 

“The older the fiddler, the sweeter the tune.”
~English Proverb

JANUARY HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES 

Brent Elgie, Torben Haarbye, Howard Hazzard,  
Delores Lloyd and David McCarter

FEBRUARY  HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES 

Ralph Askew, Diana Cuthbert, Ray Hutt,  
Murray MacKay, Dave Roper,  

Bruce Tapp, Fay Timbers, John Tomlinson,  
Tom Johnston,  

Rev Frank Mantz and Len Truant.

LONDON LINK SUBMISSION DEADLINES:
January/February: December 18th   •  March/April: February 15th.    May/June: April 17th  •  July/August: June17th.  

September/October: August 18th  •  November/December: October 18th.
Please forward any articles that you consider of value to the Wing members and we will do our best to get it to print. 

Sometimes submissions are of such a size that we then make them a two, or three part series.
Looking forward to hearing from you and sharing your photos, stories etc with our members.

(For good reproduction at reasonable size, photos should be fairly high resolution)

Promoting People, Providing Promotions

Steven W. Levschuk, MAS, President

p: 519-659-5862 x222  f: 519-659-7052
steveschuk@talbot-promo.com

384 Neptune Cres, London N6M 1A1
www.talbot-promo.com
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Protect.
Maintain.

Save.

KROWN©

Rust Protection Company

565 Glasgow Street
London, ON N5W 6E5

Ph: 519-432-3337
F: 519-432-9021

beu.krown@on.aibn.com

Owner: Mike Beukeboom
Graphic Design • Copy Writing • Proofreading • Editing

Newsletter Specialist • Print Project Management and more
www.outofthewoodsgraphics.ca

JB Trucks’n Stuff
5075 Dundas Street

4 miles east of London
jbtrucks.autotrader.ca

John Brotzel, President
john@jbtrucksnstuff.com

Se Habla Español  – B.B.B.

519 432-5000
Fax 519 268-2789

J
B

TRUCKS & CARS

TO ADVERTISE HERE
CALL 519-455-0430

My favourite sound 
is shuffling cards

www.londonaudiology.com

Call us today!
519-435-1899
387 Burwell Street,

London, ON

If you are not hearing well or do 
not wear your hearing aids, we 

can help!  
 

We offer no-obligation second 
opinions! 

London Audiology Consultants is an 
independent clinic, locally owned and 

operated for 30 years.
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SAVE PAPER AND STAMPS! NEVER MISS A 427 LONDON LINK NEWSLETTER!
SIGN UP TO RECEIVE IT ONLINE AT: 

http://eepurl.com/dLIqJo

Benefits Payment Calendar 2019 

Below are dates for recurring government of Canada benefit payments administered by Canada 
Revenue Agency. If you signed for direct deposit payments will be made to your bank account. 

Canada Pension Plan Old Age Security   Veterans Affairs Disability Pension 

  January 29, 2019   January 20, 2019      January 30, 2019 

  February 26, 2019  February 26, 2019      February 27, 2019 

  March 27, 2019   March 27, 2019      March 28, 2019 

  April 26, 2019   April 26, 2019       April 27, 2019 

  May 29, 2019   May 29, 2019        May 30, 2019 

  June 26, 2019   June 26, 2019        Jun 28, 2019 

  July 29, 2019   July 29, 2019        July 30, 2019  

  August 28, 2109   August 28, 2019         August 30, 2019 

  September 26, 2019   September 25, 2019        September 27, 2019 

  October 29, 2019    October 29, 2109                  October 30, 2019 

  November 27, 2019    November 27, 2019         November 28, 2019 

  December 20, 2019    December 20, 2019         December 21, 2019      

Notes:  

Canada Pension Plan includes the CPP, retirement pension and disability, 
children’s an survivor benefits.  

Old Age Security includes the OAS pension, Guaranteed Income Supplement  
Allowance and Allowance for the Survivor.   

     

INFO
NOT

AVAILABLE
AT

TIME OF
PUBLICATION

Valentines for Veterans
Help bring joy to a Canadian 
Veteran this Valentine’s Day! 

Create a hand-made 
valentine at any London 

branch library and they’ll 
send them to Veterans Affairs 

Canada for distribution to 
Veterans in long-term care 

facilities.
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/

remembrance/get-involved/
valentines-for-veterans

Visit the London Library 
website for dates, times and 

locations



10 | JANUARY  - FEBRUARY 2019

Royal London Military Institute Tour #34
Thursday, 6 June 2019

(1) Canadian Historical Aircraft Association/Aviation Museum
(2) Route 42 Diner, at the Windsor Airport

(3) Pelee Island Winery, Kingsville
(4) Wayside Dining Lounge, Buffet Dinner, Talbotville
Featuring Yellow Lake Perch and Prime Rib of Beef

$75.00 per person
Payment Deadline – Thursday, 9 May 2019

Contact Armin and Judy Grunwald for payment details
Email wing427tours@Rogers.com  or agrunwald@Rogers.com

Telephone:  519 474 2194 01

See a London Knights 
game from a box seat! 

On Friday Feb. 8th, the Wing has 
the use of the  

London Community Suite. 
14 seats are available. 

First come, first served.

A  donation to the Wing of at least 
$30.00 per seat is requested, as 

these are premium seats, and the 
suite is served by Gardens staff.
Please contact Terry Rushton at 

either 519-694-6496 or 
519-453-1185 to reserve a seat.

 
 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HELP AIR CADETS! 
 

TO:  Friends of the Royal Canadian  
Air Cadet Squadrons 

 

Empty Ink Cartridge Fundraiser 
 

Recycle:  Lexmark, Hewlett Packard,               
Dell, Canon, Brother and others 

 
 

For every qualifying empty cartridge you return, the Air Cadet 
Squadrons which 427 (London) Wing supports will receive a 
donation of up to $1.00 per cartridge to help sponsor the Air Cadets: 

•     3 - Striker Squadron, Strathroy  
•   27 - London  
• 153 - Tillsonburg  
• 201 - Dorchester  
• 599 - Marc Garneau Squadron, London  
• 614 - Forest City, London  
• 741 - Elgin, St. Thomas  
• 862 - Lightning Squadron, Lambeth  

For information, contact LCol (Retd) Armin Grunwald and Judy 
Grunwald at 519-474-2194 or agrunwald@rogers.com  

 

HELP AIR CADETS! BRING YOUR EMPTY INK CARTRIDGES IN TO 427 (London) WING
Each qualifying cartidge earns our local air cadet squadrons up to $1.

Contact L.Col (Retd) Armin Grunwald and Judy Grunwald at 519-474-2194 or agrunwald@rogers.com

 
 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HELP AIR CADETS! 
 

TO:  Friends of the Royal Canadian  
Air Cadet Squadrons 

 

Empty Ink Cartridge Fundraiser 
 

Recycle:  Lexmark, Hewlett Packard,               
Dell, Canon, Brother and others 

 
 

For every qualifying empty cartridge you return, the Air Cadet 
Squadrons which 427 (London) Wing supports will receive a 
donation of up to $1.00 per cartridge to help sponsor the Air Cadets: 

•     3 - Striker Squadron, Strathroy  
•   27 - London  
• 153 - Tillsonburg  
• 201 - Dorchester  
• 599 - Marc Garneau Squadron, London  
• 614 - Forest City, London  
• 741 - Elgin, St. Thomas  
• 862 - Lightning Squadron, Lambeth  

For information, contact LCol (Retd) Armin Grunwald and Judy 
Grunwald at 519-474-2194 or agrunwald@rogers.com  

 

YOUR INVITATION TO TAKE PART IN 
THE RCAF 95th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS!

Do you have, or know someone who may have an interesting story connected to 
their service in the RCAF at any time during its 95-year history? 
To anyone who has served in the RCAF, or anyone who has or had a relative 
or friend who is serving or has served, 427 Wing is offering the opportunity to 
take an active role in of 427 (London) Wing 95th Anniversary celebrations and 
commemorations next April. You are invited to tell your own experiences in 
“RCAF Stories” - when a selection of the most interesting stories and personal 
experiences will be published in “RCAF Stories” and in our LINK newsletter and 
on our website at www.427wing.ca
We are looking for the stories of friendship, bravery, humour, love, death, and 
everything in between that expands and enriches our understanding of the RCAF 
yesterday and today. What stands out for an airman or airwoman during their time 
with the RCAF? Do they have tales to tell about moving from coast to coast? Did 
they get posted overseas and serve in an area of conflict such as the Afghanistan 
war, or in humanitarian efforts with the Red Cross anywhere in the world? Were 
you stationed out of Canada during any critical period in international relations? 
Do you recall your time at a radar site in the far north or at a nursing station in the 
desert? We want to hear of any occasions during your service, or that of others, 
which would be of interest to our LINK readers, visitors to our website or the Wing. 
In addition to “RCAF Stories” we are looking for items to loan and display at the 
Spirit of Aviation Museum, including any memorabilia, artifacts or keepsakes relating to 
air force service, such as training manuals, photographs or photo albums with pictures 
RCAF personnel during any operational duties or campaigns, maps or magazines, or 
related objects of interest.  Also any items of RCAF kit, such as clothing, or souvenirs,  
banners, flags, signage in good condition, or other materials identified by military/RCAF 
logos. These will be protected inside the Museum and returned to their owners when the 
Anniversary celebration ends. 

Please send your written material by postage to::  
The Link, 427 Wing, 2155 Crumlin Road, London ON N5V 3Z9, or by email to: 

www.427wing.com. Memorabilia items may be dropped off at the Wing during Friday 
Lunch hours, or you can call the Wing at 519-455-0430 and leave a message.  

Your call will be returned as soon as possible. 
Thank for your contributions and support for our 95th Anniversary Celebrations.    

UPCOMING EVENTS

London Airshow
SEPTEMBER 13-15
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ADVERTISE IN THE LONDON LINK
Support 427 (London) Wing

while reaching your local market!
Call 519-455-0430 for details!

MEMBERS: 
Ask your local vendors / suppliers
 to advertise in the London Link.

Call 519-455-0430 for details!

After-Christmas Gifting?
TRY THE CHAA SOLUTION!

Were you were lucky enough to get a Christmas gift from 
someone you didn’t expect the gift from? And now you’re 
wondering what can you get for them that they will love – 
and you can’t think of a thing? 
Here is the solution – because even if you didn’t get an extra 
gift, this is one that everybody will love. It’s “The CHAA 
Story” – or “The Canadian Harvard Aircraft Association 
1985-2018: Thirty+years of CHAA memories.”  And what 
wonderful and colourful memories they are, compressed 
into 172 pages full of stories, personalities, and brilliant 
photographs of people and airplanes gathered together 
into the perfect coffee-table book. 
Compiled by Linda Brimson, with photographs by a host 
of contributors, and even a few pages of tribute poetry by 
Catherine Cowan and Jesse Van Parys, the CHAA Story has 
something for everyone – the history of the founding of the 
club, of the members who have passed away, the volunteers 
that have kept the club going and the planes flying, and four 
comprehensive pages about the British Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan (part of which took place at RCAF Station 
London). But the heart and soul of this collection is about 
the Harvard aircraft and about the love and the efforts that 
have gone into preserving and maintaining its presence 
in the skies above southwestern Ontario. Wing members 
will recall many of the people mentioned in the book who 
were often seen at the Friday lunches and several who 
are still active at 427. In particular interest is the chapter 
on “CHAA Members Remembered” which recalls about a 
dozen former fliers, including well-known names such as 
Ken Arnott, Charley Fox, Jack Stephens and Lou Hill.  
And even if you’re not a pilot you will soon be feeling like one 
if you read the two articles by Chief Pilot Scott McMaster, 
“What it’s like to fly a Harvard” and “Why we fly them. . . .” 
along with “A Tribute to Harvard 436” by Bill Lamon.
   
All in all, this book promises many hours of reading and 
experiencing life in the world of flight, and would be suitable 
for all ages, with photographs sure to appeal to young 
readers. An attractive and engaging addition to anyone’s 
bookshelf. Copies are available at 427 Wing (519-455-
0430) or from Bruce Tapp (519-668-2900) on sale for $35.  

Learn more about the Harvard Aircraft Association at 
https://harvards.com                                                                  

The CHAA Story became a labour of love for association 
member Linda Brimson (above) who spent countless hours 
interviewing association members, gathering photo and 
story contributions and compiling them all into 172 pages of 
memories honouring the past and present.

The CHAA Story celebrates the people and aircraft that 
remind us, on the ground and in the air, of the sacrifices 
previous generations made and those that our current 
service members make on a daily basis.
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Moving Day!
The CF-105 Canadian fighter jet, 
also known as the Avro Arrow — 
was built in the late 1950s to target 
Soviet spy planes during the Cold 
War. The production of the CF-105 
was cancelled in February 1958 by 
Deifbaker government.
A full-sized replica – the only 
in existance was once proudly 
displayed at the Canadian Air and 
Space Museum at Downsview 
Park, but moved into storage at 
Pearson after the museum closed 
in 2012. 
It was moved in December to the 
Edenvale Flying Club, about half 
way between Barrie and Wasaga 
Beach. The photos capture the 
historic effort.

DFC London / 427 Wing 
partner to train/host 2019 
Power Pilot Scholarship 
cadets
Local flight school DFC London 
and 427 Wing will partner again 
in 2019 for the Power Pilot Schol-
arship program. DFC London will 
provide flight training for 18 cadets 
and 427 Wing will provide class-
room space and some meals.
The successful Air Cadets who 
obtain his or her pilot’s licence 
through the program have gone 
on to fly with commercial airlines, 
with Canadian Forces, courier 
and charter companies, as 
instructors at flight schools, or 
simply continue flying for their own 
pleasure. The opportunity to earn 
a private pilots licence through 
our program at no cost – valued at 
$15,000 – remains one of the most 
attractive benefits available to 
young people who join Air Cadets.

431 “Snowbirds” 
Squadron put a new 
spin on the concept 
of flying low during a 
Christmas parade in their 
hometown of Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan,  
December 2017.  

December 17, 2018, 
four Sea Kings flew in 
formation in Nanoose 
Bay, British Columbia to 
officially mark the end of 
the Sea King’s 55 years of 
service to Canada.

Photo Cpl Joey Beaudin
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February 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28

print-a-calendar.com

January 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

print-a-calendar.com

AGM    Annual General Meeting, 1pm
BBQ    Bar-b-que lunch, last lunch until August
BCC    British Car Club, meeting at 7:30pm
COM    Retired Commissionaires, 9am - 12pm
FO       Fanshawe Optimist’s Club, meeting at 7:30pm
GM  General Meeting at 1pm
GS  Guest Speaker
LFC     London Flying Club Reunion

  LVRC    London Vintage Radio Club meeting at 11:00am
  MAC    Model Aircraft Club meeting
  OAGM  Ontario Group Annual General Meeting  
  RAA    Recreational Aircraft Association, meeting at 7:30pm

WD     The Women’s Division join us the 4th Friday of each   
month for lunch

WDP   Wind Down Party for OAGM, at the Wing
WEC   Wing Executive Council, 9:30am
WT     Wood Turners, meeting at 7:30pm

EUCHRE
FO

LUNCH

BCC

EUCHRE
1:15

LUNCH

LVRCLARC

LUNCH
WEC

LEVEE

LUNCH

LUNCH
WEC

LVRCEUCHRE
RAA

EUCHRE
MAC

WT

EUCHRE

LUNCH
WDs

Garrison 
Community 

Council
BCC

WT
Valentines

EUCHRE
1:15

LUNCH
WDs, GM

EUCHRE
FO


