
 
Milan Kroupa Awarded Association’s NORAD Trophy 

 
The RCAF Association’s esteemed NORAD Trophy was presented to Milan 
Kroupa at his Edenvale Aerodrome by the Ontario Group’s President Bob 
DiMillo on Friday, 26 June, 2020. The NORAD Trophy was inaugurated in 
2008 to mark the 50th anniversary of the North American Aerospace Defense 
Command in recognition of individuals or organizations which have made 
significant contributions to the preservation and perpetuation of Canada’s rich 
aviation history, values and traditions. 
 
Milan escaped communist Czechoslovakia in 1968 and emigrated to Canada, 
where, after years of work, established a successful cleaning business that 
today employs over 5,000 people. He also had a passion for aviation. He 
discovered Edenvale during a weekend flight in his plane in the spring of 2003. 
The grandness and beauty of the 400-acre location struck his interest and after 
learning about its military pedigree as the BCATP’s No. 1 Relief Landing Field 
for No. 1 Service Flying Training School at RCAF Station Camp Borden, he 
passionately took it upon himself to purchase the entire facility and begin a 
restoration of the airfield and accompanying buildings.  
 
Milan Kroupa is a big fan of hobbyists who not only collect but also repair and 
fly historical aircraft. Edenvale Classic Aircraft Foundation’s (EAHF) annual 
‘Gathering of the Classics’ held at Edenvale Aerodrome is billed as one of the 
largest fly-ins in Canada of classic aircraft as well as showcasing classic cars.  
 
He has continued to robustly support the RCAF Association’s mandate to 
preserve and promote the proud history of aviation in Canada. In late 2018, 
Milan successfully obtained 20 additional vintage aircraft and parts from the 
Downsview museum, and had them transported to Edenvale, including the 
mock-up of the CF-105 Avro Arrow which was built by original Avro Arrow 
engineers in late 1990s. The Avro Arrow and other pieces of Canadian aviation 
history are part of a joint venture between the EAHF and the Canadian Air & 
Space Conservancy (CASC), a museum of aviation history now residing at 
Edenvale, thanks to Milan Kroupa’s philanthropy and initiative. 
 
The ‘socially distanced’ trophy presentation ceremony was organized by Major 
Murray Conley, CD, (ret’d) using the mock-up of the Avro Arrow as a backdrop. 
He was assisted by numerous 441 Wing members, especially Wally Capsticks 
who was the ceremony’s MC and Andy & Mary Lou Galton who made the 
program. 
 
Milan Kroupa was inducted into the RCAF Association and 441 Wing by Past 
President Bob Coxon. Milan was then presented with the prestigious NORAD 
Trophy by the RCAF Association's Ontario Group President Bob DiMillo along 
with a keeper plaque and framed certificate. 
 



In response, Milan gave a short speech summarizing his arrival in Canada as a 
refugee, the success Canada afforded him in his endeavours, his interest in 
aviation, the opportunity it gave him to give back to this country and his 
appreciation for the honour being bestowed on him. 
 
Following Milan’s speech, Group President Bob DiMillo presented four RCAFA 
Ontario Group Awards. Les Ball was presented with the ‘Award of Distinction’,  
and an ’Award of Merit’, for his many years of work in support  of the goals of  
the association and 441 Wing. Cooky Ellis and Raywinn Raaflaub were each 
presented with an ‘Award of Merit’, for their significant contributions to 441 
Wing over a number of years.   Michael O’Shea was also given the ‘Award of 
Merit’, but was unable to attend the ceremony. 
 
Les Ball, as a Past President of Ontario Group, had the honour of presenting 
Bette Coyle, the Secretary of Ontario Group and its Eastern Region Director, 
with the Ontario Group’s ‘Member of the Year Award’ for her multi-year 
contributions to 424 (Cornwall) Wing and the RCAF Association.   
 
There were several dignitaries in attendance for the awards ceremony 
including: MPPs Andrea Khanjin and Jim Wilson, Robert Morales representing 
MP Terry Dowdall, Clearview Township Mayor Doug Measures, and the RCAF 
Association's Ontario Group Regional Director for the Central Region, Brenda 
Lynn Rice Wilson. All congratulated the six award winners: Milan, Les, Bette, 
Cooky, Ray and Michael. 
 
For more information about Milan’s contributions to Canadian aviation, please 
paste this link in your browser: https://drive.google.com/file/d/18UZ-
AtBTsLr-x6z2bbf6sRhJ_D0IUWVI/view?usp=sharing 
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